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By Jay Mathews 

Wastyngrton Post Staff Writer 

An Alexandria federal 
grand jury will consider alle- 
gations of fraud against Dr. 
Victor L. Liszka’s wife next 
week, and the Arlington 
County Medical Society will 
consider possible ethics viola- 
tions of Dr. Liszka’s congres- 
sional testimony Monday. 

Officials said the grand jury 
will : hear charges that Dr. 
Catherine V. Greene, Liszka’s 
wife, billed Social Security for 
services rendered to a Medi- 
care? beneficiary that had not 
been given. 

Federal officials say the 
case is unrelated to Dr. Lisz- 
ka’s Monday testimony on the 
physical and psychological 
condition of ITT lobbyist Dita 
Beard, who is his patient, or 
to Dr. Liszka’s meetings on 
March 3 and March 5 with Jus- 
tice Department aides. 

In a letter to Sen. James O. 
Eastland (D-Miss.), chairman 
of the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee, Assistant Attorney 
General Henry E. Petersen 



said that Dr. Lizka had met 
with the Justice Department 
aides at his own request and 
did not discuss “any such per- 
sonal problem which Dr. Lizka 
or his wife might, have,” 

Petersen said the two Jus- 
tice Department participants, 
Associate Deputy Attorney 
General Harlington Wood and 
John Duffner, executive assist- 
and to acting Attorney Gen- 
eral Richard G. Kleindienst, 
told them he was trying to 
“help correct what he con- 
sidered to be an injustice 
being done as he had been a 
witness to a conversation 
which he did not consider had 
been correctly reported in the 
press.” 

The allegations against Dr. 
Greene, who practices in the 
same , office as her husband, 
concern 12 cases in which Med- 
icare bills bore signature of 
Dr. Liszka even though he had 
not signed them according to a 
Social Security spokesman in 
Baltimore. 

, The Department of Health. 
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Education and Welfare alleges 
that Dr: Greene had signed her 
husband’s name and then sub- 
mitted the bills, which totaled 
$3,010 and involved purported 
overcharges , to the' govern- 
ment of $1,166. Dr. Liszka sub- 
mitted to intensive interroga- 
tion on Feb. 22, according to 
Petersen’s letter, and “it was 
concluded on that date that 
Dr. Liszka was innocent of 
any wrongdoing.” 

U.S. Attorney Brian P. Get- 
tings said the federal grand 
jury will convene in Alexan- 
dria on March 13 to hear evi- 
dence against Dr. Greene. 

Dr. W. Leonard Weyl, presi- 
dent of the Arlington County 
Medical Society of which 
Liszka is a member, said the 
group’s 15 member executive 
committee planned to review a 
transcript of Liszka’s remarks 
for possible violations of the 
American Medical Associa- 
tion’s code of ethics. 

Liszka testified before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
on Monday on the health of 
Mrs. Beard, 53, his patient for 


nine years and a key figure in 
the controversy that has held 
up the confirmation of 
Kleindeinst’s appointment : as 
attorney general. 

Mrs. Beard is the alleged au- 
thor of a memo obtained by 
columnist Jack Anderson sug- 
gesting a link between ITT’s 
contributions to the Republi- 
can Party and a Justice deci- 
sion to drop antitrust action 
against the giant conglomer- 
ate. 

Liszka told the Committee 
Mrs. Beard was hospitalized in 
Denver with “an impending 
coronary occlusion” and could 
not safely be questioned by 
the Committee for several 
weeks. 

He said she was emotionally 
distressed and “her thoughts 
do not flow in a logical order.” 
Because of that, “she could 
have written an inaccurate 
memo,” Liszka said. 

Dr. Elmer G. Shelley, chair- 
man of the AMA Judicial 
Council, said in a statement 
yesterday on the Liszka testi- 
mony: “A physician may not 
reveal the confidences en- 
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trusted to him in the course of 
medical attendance or the de- 
ficiencies he may observe in 
the character of his patient, 
unless lie is required to do so 
by law or unless it becomes 
necessary to protect the wel- 
fare of the' individual or the 
community.” Pie said that he 
could not comment on Dr. 
Liszka’s specific case because 
he did not know the full par- 
ticulars. 

Dr. Weyl, of the Arlington 
Medical Society, said he un- 
derstood the AMA code to 
allow doctors to reveal confi- 
dences if the patient involved 
gives permission to do so. 
Liszka had said that Mrs. 
Beard gave her permission to 
tell the Committee details oL 
her condition. 

Dr. Weyl said he had re- 
quested a transcript of Lisz- 
ka’s testimony Monday after 
press reports that the doctor 
would testify but before Weyl 
knew the content of the testi- 
mony. “I like to know what’s 
going on in the society,” Weyl 
said. 
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